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BIRMINGHAM BLACK NURSES ASSOCIATION, INC.
	P.O. BOX 13856	
Birmingham, AL 35202
www.birminghambna.org

Dear Scholarship Applicant: 

Birmingham Black Nurses Association, Inc. (BBNA), a chapter of the National Black Nurses Association (NBNA), is committed to excellence in education. BBNA offers continuing education programs for nurses, nursing students, and allied health professionals.  BBNA members also provide community-based health and education activities in Birmingham and surrounding areas. 

BBNA is now accepting applications for its annual scholarships and awards. Completed application packets must be postmarked or emailed prior to or no later than March 15, 2026.  All scholarship and award recipients must attend the scholarship and award presentation event on May 29, 2026.  All monies are applied to the student’s nursing school account to assist with tuition, fees and/or books.

We also invite you to become an active member of BBNA. Alabama has five NBNA chapters.  Chapters are in Birmingham, Huntsville, Montgomery, Tuscaloosa, and Tuskegee.  For BBNA membership information, visit the website at www.birminghambna.org. The members of BBNA look forward to your active involvement and ideas to enhance our organization.  

Please carefully review the scholarship requirements. Submit all required documents with your application packet. Mail completed application packet to: 
Birmingham Black Nurses Association, Inc. 
Attention: Scholarship Committee 
P. O. Box 13856 
Birmingham, AL 35202 

Note: Official transcripts must be mailed directly from the school to the above address or submitted via Parchment to info@birminghambna.org.  Parchment is a service that allows an individual to request an electronic or digital copy of an official transcript.

Emailed applications must be submitted with the full and completed packet with all attachments: signed copy of application, essay, and additional evidence (documentation) to: info@birminghambna.org
The Scholarship Committee will not review late or incomplete packets. For membership information, visit the website at www.birminghambna.org. If needed, this site also includes the scholarship requirements, application form, and essay guidelines. 

Thank you, 
Jennifer J. Coleman, PhD, RN, CNE, ANEF, FAAN
Chairperson, Scholarship Committee



BIRMINGHAM BLACK NURSES ASSOCIATION, INC.
SCHOLARSHIPS

(The number of available awards is determined by the Scholarship Committee)

BBNA Chapter Scholarship 
This scholarship is provided by BBNA for unlicensed nursing students pursuing an associate or baccalaureate degree in nursing.  This scholarship is $2,500.  Two BBNA chapter scholarships are available.

BBNA Presidents’ Leadership Scholarship
The scholarship is provided by the current and past presidents of BBNA to support a graduate student in the development of leadership skills in nursing.  The scholarship is $2,000.

BBNA Lifetime Members’ Community Service Scholarship 
The scholarship is provided by the members of BBNA to support a pre-licensure student or a nurse pursuing an associate or baccalaureate degree in nursing.  The scholarship is awarded based on evidence of ongoing and sustained community service activities.  The scholarship is $2,000.  

Dr. Delois Hughes Skipwith Guy Scholarship
Delois Hughes Skipwith Guy, DSN, is Professor Emeritus at the University of Alabama School of Nursing at the University of Alabama at Birmingham.  The Delois Hughes Skipwith Guy Scholarship was initiated by retired nursing professor, Dr. Gretchen McDaniel.  Dr. McDaniel was an undergraduate and graduate student of Dr. Guy at the University of Alabama School of Nursing. This scholarship is to honor Dr. Guy who continues to be a role model for nursing students and nurses as well as an advocate for the health and well-being of older adults.  Funding of this scholarship is being continued by Dr. Guy's family and friends.  The scholarship is awarded to a graduate nursing student who is pursuing a master’s or doctoral degree in psychiatric-mental health and/or gerontological nursing.  The scholarship award is in the amount of $2,500.

Dawson Family Leader Scholarship
This scholarship is provided by Dr. Martha Dawson, the 13th president of the National Black Nurses Association (NBNA) and a lifetime member of NBNA and BBNA. The scholarship is awarded to a student in a master’s or doctoral program with a focus on nursing and/or healthcare administration.  The successful applicant aspires to influence health services management/ administration in practice, service, advocacy, academia or research.  Applicant must have an earned degree in nursing. The scholarship is $1,500. 

  

Brenda’s Brown Bosom Buddies Award
This award is provided by Brenda’s Brown Bosom Buddies (BBBB), a 501(c) (3) organization that supports women/men of color who are either breast cancer survivors or have been directly affected by the disease. The organization also educates and facilitates activities and programs to empower its target audience. Ms. Brenda J. Phillips Hong is the founding executive director of BBBB. The award is for an undergraduate or graduate nursing student pursuing a degree who demonstrates an interest in breast cancer education. The award recipient must participate in a minimum of one breast cancer awareness community forum sponsored by Brenda’s Brown Bosom Buddies. The award is $500. 



Birmingham Black Nurses Association, Inc.
Application for Nursing Scholarship

Type or print in black ink.

Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
Last 				First 				Middle 

Daytime Phone (_____) _______________   Email _____________________________________ 

Current Address ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
City 					State 				Zip Code 

List active membership in healthcare professional organization(s): _______________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you ever held a nursing license?    Yes _______    No _______ 

Name of current nursing school ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address				 
_________________________________________________________________________________
City 					State 					Zip Code 

Dean/Director's name: ______________________________________________________________ 

Nursing School's Phone Number: (____) _______________________ 

GPA ____________     Expected Graduation Date _____/_____/_______ 
Expected Degree:    Circle One:   LPN    ADN      BSN      MSN     DNP      PhD    EdD 

Advisor _______________________________ Phone Number (____) ______________ 

I hereby affirm that all the information provided is true. I am aware that any false statement will result in forfeiture of the scholarship. 


Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

Application packets are not reviewed if postmarked/emailed after March 15, 2026.


Scholarships and Awards Requirements 

Each applicant must meet the following criteria: 
1. Current enrollment in a licensed registered nursing program that is approved and or provisionally approved by the Alabama Board of Nursing 

2. Good scholastic standing at the time of application

3. Successful completion of the first clinical nursing course that includes patient care and clinical activities at a healthcare facility 

4. Skill labs, health assessment, and simulation lab courses do not count as the first clinical nursing course

5. A minimum of two full academic terms remaining in school at the time of the awards event

The application packet must contain all of the following requirements: 
1. Official transcript from current nursing school is required. An official transcript is one that has the school's embossed seal and is in the school's unopened official envelope.   

2. A copy of your resume or curriculum vitae

3. An essay that adheres to the essay guidelines 

4. Two letters of recommendation on official organizational letterhead
One letter must come from a current nursing faculty or dean and must be written on the school's letterhead stationery. A member of a professional organization may provide the second letter of recommendation on organization letterhead.  If you are a member of a nursing association, please have the president, vice-president or board member write a letter of recommendation on the organization’s letterhead.  

5. Provide additional documentation to support your qualifications for a scholarship. Include school honors and awards, descriptions of professional activities, extracurricular activities, and community involvement. These activities may include, but are not limited to: 

participation in a student nurses association, extra-curricular activities of the school, in civic organizations, such as Girl/Boy Scouts or Habitat for Humanity, community service projects, such as American Red Cross or health screenings and/or involvement in the African American community. Supporting documents may include letters from an official of an organization, newspaper clippings, awards, certificates, or plaques. 

6.  Clean/clear photo – photo must include only head and shoulders; no full body photo; size 4x6; in color; plain background with no artifacts or images

7.  Signed BBNA photo consent/release form



Scholarship Essay Guidelines

The essay must contain the following information to meet criteria to be considered for the scholarship: 

· discussion of how you will use your degree to improve the health status and/or social conditions of African Americans 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]statement summarizing your area of interest in nursing and your career goals after you obtain your degree
· description of your involvement in extracurricular and community activities  

Examples of information to include are the following: participation in a student nurses association/professional organizations; other extra-curricular activities of the school; involvement in the African-American community (must provide documentation such as copies of letters, newspaper clippings, awards, certificates, etc., that support this involvement); other evidence such as a certificate, plaque, letter from official of an organization, ex., Girl/Boy Scouts, Habitat for Humanity, American Red Cross, in which you participated in the community or in community service activities.  Please list each instance of community activities.

· typed Word document, 12 point font, Arial or Times New Roman

· doubled spaced with one inch margins

· minimum two pages, maximum three pages

· correct sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, and spelling



The completed application packet must be mailed or emailed and postmarked or emailed no later than March 15, 2026.

Incomplete or late applications will be not considered.



BIRMINGHAM BLACK NURSES ASSOCIATION, INC. (BBNA)
P.O. BOX 13856
BIRMINGHAM, AL  35202

BBNA PHOTOGRAPH/VIDEO RELEASE FORM


PERMISSION TO USE PHOTOGRAPH/VIDEO

Subject/Event: Annual Scholarship Award Event

I agree that BBNA may use photographs of me with or without 
my name and for any lawful purpose, including such 
purposes as publicity, illustration, advertising, and Web content.


I have read and understand the above:

Signature_____________________________________________________		

Printed name__________________________________________________		
		
Daytime Phone (_____) _______________   Email _____________________________________ 

Current Address ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
City 					State 				Zip Code 


Date__________________________________________________________		




BBNA Scholarship Completion Sheet
Applicant Check List
Before mailing your application packet, be sure you adhere to the following:
· Completed application
· No staples or lamination of any documents or materials
· Transcript emailed electronically directly from the applicant's school to BBNA’s email address or official transcript mailed in an unopened school envelope
· Resume or curriculum vitae
· Essay as specified in the application packet
· Documentation of Community Activities
· Documentation of school activities
· Documentation of membership in structured organization/s
· Documentation of honors and awards
· Professional color photo of your head and shoulders; plain background
· Signed BBNA photo release/consent form
· Two reference letters on official organization letterhead  
· Evidence of an accredited nursing program
· Expected date for graduation
· Successful completion of the first clinical course that includes patient care activities in a clinical agency
Note that you must have a minimum of two semesters/terms left in your nursing program, not counting the semester/term that includes the application deadline. To clarify, at the time of the scholarship and awards event, you must have at least two full terms/semesters left to complete your nursing program.
		
Please ensure that all documents are postmarked or emailed no later than March 15, 2026.

The BBNA Scholarship Committee uses a scoring guide to evaluate/score your application. Each of the required items has a certain number of points attached.
Please ensure that you include of the above information in your application. 

Please note:  Failure to submit a full and completed application packet with all the required documents will result in being disqualified for consideration as an award recipient.
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